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On  August  6,  1945,  the  first  atomic  bomb 
was  dropped  on  a  Japanese  military  base  in 
Hiroshima.   On  August  9,  1945  the  second 
atomic  bomb  was  dropped  on  Nagasaki.   Over 
100,000  people  were  killed  on  these  dates 
in  history,  and  as  many  were  injured,  and 
most  of  the  city's  structures  were  destroy- 
ed.  This  action  marked  the  end  to  the  Jap- 
anese involvement  in  World  War  II,  and  Jap- 
an signed  surrender  papers  on  Sept.  2,  1945. 

In  the  first  hours  of  August  6,  1985, 
forty  years  later,  seven  Wendellites  quiet- 
ly went  about  the  Wendell,  Erving,  Orange 
area  of  Franklin  County  with  white-wash, 
painting  silhouettes  of  bodies  and  animals 
on  sidewalks,  and  under  bridges,  as  well  as 
on  blacktop  areas. 

This  was  to  commemorate  the  bombing,  and 
to  emphasize  the  immediate  disappearace  of 
the  victims  in  a  nuclear  war.   The  human 
beings  that  were  within  three  hundred  me- 
ters of  Ground  Zero  were  instantly  vapor- 
ized by  the  searing  heat  leaving  only  their 
shadows . 

Those  individuals  painting  the  silho- 
ettes  on  the  local  structures  were  partici- 
pating in  the  international  peace  project 
called  The  Shadow  Project.   The  intent  was 
not  vandalism,  but  rather  to  remind  us  all 
of  the  horrors  of  nuclear  war.  (White-wash 
was  chosen  because  it  is  not  permanent.) 

Posted  near  each  art  display  was  a  flyer 
explaining  the  Shadow  Project.   The  follow- 
ing quote  is  taken  from  this  poster.   "Each 
of  us  needs  to  draw  the  connection  between 
the  present  arms  build-up  and  the  inevita- 
bility of  a  nuclear  holocaust  far  more  deva- 
stating than  what  occurred   at  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki.   It  is  our  hope  that  the  peo- 
ple, seeing  what  is  left  after  nuclear  war, 
will  take  actions  together  to  preserve  life 
on  earth  and  avert  our  collective  disinte- 
gration." 

The  seven  Wendellites  split  into  two 
groups.   The  Orange  contingent  painted  sha- 
dows in  front  of  the  Orange  Post  Office, 
which  was  chosen  as  a  special  target  due 
to  its  great  foot  traffic.   They  also  drew 
figures  on  the  main  intersection  at  Main  St. 
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Notice,  from  Sup't.    of 
<Sc(\ool  lAnioK   Lb 


To  conform  with  the  Public  School  Im- 
provement Act  recently  enacted,  the  Swift 
River  School  is  currently  forming  a  School 
Improvement  Council  as  required  by  the  ed- 
ucation reform  law.   This  council  must  in- 
clude two  parents,  and  one  person  who  is  not 
a  parent  of  a  child  at  Swift  River,  in  add- 
ition to  three  teachers  and  the  school  prin- 
cipal.  Any  parent  of  a  child  in  the  Swift 
River  School  (including  the  Preschool)  in- 
terested in  serving  should  contact  Supt.  of 
Schools,  Leonard  Lubinsky,  at  659-3337  or 
School  Principal,  Leonard  Strauss,  at  544- 
6926.   In  addition,  any  person  who  is  inter- 
ested in  filling  the  non-parent  slot  on  the 
School  Improvement  Council  should  also  con- 
tact either  the  Supt.  of  Schools  of  the 
School  Principal. 
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Toilet    &UT\t  Public 
CoTHToiaini,  Policies 
Bely\c^   treadled 

One  of  the  duties  of  the  selectboard  is 
to  listen  to  the  concerns  and  the  complaints 
of  the  townspeople.   The  question  has  aris- 
en as  to  what  measures  the  selectboard  has 
the  right  to  take  with  an  informal  com- 
plaint. 

Now  and  then  they  receive  comments  about 
certain  incidents.   Usually  the  selectboard 
contacts  the  individual  or  individuals  in 
the  attempt  to  straighten  matters  out.  This 
usually  solves  the  problem. 

However,  sometimes  the  person  making  the 
complaint  wishes  to  remain  anonymous  and 
therefore  the  Board  is  limited  in  their 
power  to  investigate  the  situation  and  take 
measures  to  correct  it.   Because  of  this, 
the  Board  is  considering  making  a  "Grievance 
and  Complaint  Procedure  Policy." 

Another  policy  now  being  made  has  to  do 
with  the  police  department.   The  select- 
board  is  working  on  a  "Police  Procedure 
Policy"  and  included  in  that  is  a  firearm 
use  policy.   This  was  started  more  than  a 
year  ago,  but  a  recent  incident  in  which  a 
Wendell  police  officer  was  alleged  to  have 
drawn  his  revolver  when  a  boy  on  an  all- 
terrain  vehicle  failed  to  stop  spurred  them 
into  definite  action.  (See  story  pg.  2) 

Debra  Radway,  the  administrative  assis- 
tant,, is  helping.   She  has  obtained  several 
policies  from  other  small  towns  and  from 
the  state  police.   These  are  all  being  stu- 
died and  from  them  the  selectboard,  working 
with  the  police  department,  will  choose 
those  rules  which  would  best  apply  to  Wen- 
dell. 

Anne  Diemana 


Inside    S forces 

Steve  Maynard  Obituary 
Old  Home  Day  Pictures 

Sanctuary — Guatemalans 

Wendell  Develpment-Part  2 

Recording  Studio 
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The  Swift  River  Pre-School  is  at  it 
again.   It's  time  to  raise  the  $1,540.   The 
parents  agreed  to,  in  order  for  their  four 
years  olds  to  attend  the  two  room  school- 
house  in  the  center  of  Wendell.   The  par- 
ents and  Principal  Len  Strauss  have  had  sev- 
eral meetings  to  discuss  and  put  into  action 
their  ideas. 

At  New  Salem  and  Wendell  Old  Home  Days 
we  found  the  fundraisers  busy  doing  face 
painting,  giving  pony  rides,  selling  raffle 
tickets  and  more.   The  prize  for  the  raffle 
was  a  400  pound  pig  donated  by  Ray  and  Jan 
Ducharme  and  won  by  Gladys  Powling  of  Wen- 
dell. 

The  total  for  their  efforts  is  off  to  a 
great  start  at  $535.80.   The  next  fund  rais- 
ing event  will  be  raffling  off  a  ceramic 
piece  made  by  Marilou  Bartus  close  to  Christ- 
mas.  Good  luck  to  the  parents  in  their  ef- 
forts and  a  reminder  that  anyone  can  send  in 
a  donation  to  Swift  River  Pre-School  Fund, 
c/o  Swift  River  School,  Wendell  Road,  New 
Salem,  MA  01355. 

If  you've  driven  by  the  Pre-School  lately 
you  may  have  noticed  some  changes.   One  thing 
that  was  very  pleasing  to  see  was  that  the 
Pre-School  building  has  been  painted. 

At  the  Wendell  town  meeting  $400  was  ap- 
propriated in  matching  funds.   Rick  Drohen, 
in  association  with  the  Summer  Youth  Program, 
has  been  working  hard  trying  to  stretch  the 
money  as  much  as  possible.   A  big  "Thanks" 
to  Mann  Lumber  for  selling  materials  "at 
cost."   Also,  a  big -"Thank  You"  to  the  per- 
son who  contributed  $100,  and  wished  to  re- 
main anonymous. 

Bob  Perrell  is  supervising  Maple  Valley 
students  in  the  construction  of  several 
climbing  frames.   The  students  are  "pre-fab- 
bing"  the  structure  at  New  Salem  Academy 
workshop  and  bringing  them  to  the  site  and 
putting  them  together.   There  will  be  a  bal- 
ance beam  and  ropes  to  climb  included  in  the 
frame . 

Rick  hopes  to  bring  in  more  sand  for  the 
sandbox  and  to  put  around  the  swing  sets  and 
climbing  frames. 

Things  are  shaping  up  and  it  really  looks 

like  our  little  people  will  have  a  great 

place  to  play.  .     „•     , 

K        v     J  Anne  Diemand 


jolk^  Concc-rt  and  nr       r    „ 

Pot  LmcI^    October  11,  ChurcK  Keorc^nlzcs 


On  Saturday,  October  12  (Columbus  Day) 
the  Wendell  Arts  Lottery  Council  brings 
DEBBIE  FISH  and  DIANE  SANABRIA  from  the 
Pioneer  Valley  Folklore  Society  to  the  Wen- 
dell Town  Hall  for  a  family  folk  music  con- 
cert at  7:30  p.m. 

Debbie  and  Diane  are  well  known  through- 
out the  Pioneer  Valley  and  New  England  for 
their  special  blend  of  down  home,  uptown, 
country  and  folk  music.   They  play  banjo  and 
guitar,  and  specialize  in  songs  by  and  about 
women  in  country  music. 

You'll  hear  oldies  by  Patsy  Cline  and 
the  Boswell  Sisters  as  well  as  contemporary 
songs  by  Chris  Williamson  and  Hazel  Dickens, 
yodeling,  harmonies  and  some  fantastic  ban- 
jo picking. 

The  concert  is  free,  although  the  hat 
may  be  passed,  in  that  old  folk  tradition, 
to  help  pay  for  the  music. 

In  order  to  make  this  a  real  social 
event,  there  will  be  the  second  annual 
Wendell  Old  Home  Day  Potluck  Picnic  in  the 
Town_Hall  at  5:30.   Bring  a  dish  to  share. 

Come  one  and  all,  and  be  assured  of  a 
good  time,  right  here  in  downtown  Wendell. 

The  deadline  for  the  grant  applications  is 
Oct.  15.   This  will  be  for  the  January 
through  June  '86  grant  monies.   Contact 
Phylis  Lawrence  at  413-367-2175  or  Anne 
Diemand  at  544-6111  for  more  information  or 
applications. 


On  Sunday,  July  21  the  Wendell  Church 
adopted  new  bylaws.   These  bylaws  include 
Creeds,  Covenant,  and  membership  require- 
ments.  Anyone  wishing  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Wendell  Church  is  invited  to  attend  a 
discussion  on  privileges  and  responsibili- 
ties on  Sunday  Sept.  15  immediately  follow- 
ing the  10:30  service.   Reception  of  new 
members  will  take  place  Sunday  Oct.  6  at  our 
10:30  service  celebrating  World  Communion 
Sunday. 

Our  regular  monthly  schedule  continues: 
First  Sunday      10:30  Communion  Service 

with  Rev.  James  Ewen 
Second  Sunday     10:30  Worship  with  Rev. 

Jonathan  Tuttle. 
Third  Sunday      10:30  Worship  with  Rev. 
James  Ewen;  1  1 : 30  Churcl 
Committee  meeting. 
Fourth  Sunday      10:30  Spiritual  Pot- 
pourri.  Bring  your  own 
spiritual  messages  - 
poetry,  prose,  prayer, 
music;  6:30  at  the  Town 
Hall  -  Pot  Luck  Supper; 
7:30  Presentation  spon- 
sored by  the  Peace  and 
Social  Justice  Comm. 
Watch  local  posting  places  for  special 
events  and  changes  in  the  schedule. 


School    Cri^arci^rnprKX 
R^scarcf^  UtidzrvJay 

Christine  Heard 
Swift  River  School  was  designed  for  175 
students,  but  because  of  noise  problems  and 
recently  built  walls  to  divide  classrooms, 
it  only  serves  140-145  students  comfortably. 
The  present  population  is  around  169  stu- 
dents. 

Wendell's  population  seems  to  be  obvious- 
ly growing  and  there  are  differing  estimates 
about  how  this  will  affect  the  school's  pop- 
ulation.  Estimates  range  from  a  maximum  of 
300  students  to  no  growth  at  all.   The  Dept. 
of  Education  will  support  adding  space  to 
hold  a  total  population  of  225-250  students. 
It  seems  clear  that  additional  space  is  nec- 
essary at  Swift  River.   New  Salem's  elders 
are  interested  in  including  space  for  com- 
munity use,  the  cost  of  which  is  also  cov- 
ered by  state  aid.   A  meeting  on  this 
topic  is  scheduled  Sept.  26  at  7:30  p.m. 
at  the  school.   The  Building  Committee 
has  been  meeting  and  will  continue  to  meet 
with  school  teachers  and  administrators  as 
well  as  townspeople  to  determine  the  amount 
and  kind  of  space  to  recommend  to  the  towns. 

Ch/ef  UnyeSticjatzs  G-u)\ 
ZOn  aidant 

An  informal  investigation  by  Police  Chief 
Ed  Chase  has  determined  that  Officer  Robert 
Hogerheide  acted  properly  in  drawing  his 
revolver  when  stopping  the  youthful  driver 
of  a  three-wheel  dirt  bike  on  Cooleyville 
Rd.  last  spring.   "He  felt  his  life  was  in 
danger,"  said  the  Chief.   No  formal  investi- 
gation was  made,  he  said,  because  the  par- 
ents didn't  file  a  formal  complaint. 

Hogerheide  pursued  the  vehicle  through 
the  center  of  town  and  onto  Cooleyville  Rd. 
before  the  driver,  a  14-year-old  Wendellite, 
stopped  his  trike.   "Bob  didn't  realize  it 
was  a  14-year-ald  at  the  time,"  said  Chase. 
"As  soon  as  the  kid  took  his  helmet  off,  the 
gun  was  put  away." 

The  parents  and  the  youngster  all  claim 
"the  kid  didn't  see  the  officer,"  Chase  re- 
ported.  "But  there's  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion.  Bob  Hogerheide  feels  the  kid  did 
see  him,  but  failed  to  stop." 

Told  many  Wendell  residents  were  irate 
at  the  ews  that  a  policeman  had  drawn  a 
gun  on  .  youngster,  Chief  Chase  said,  "If 
he'd  come  off  the  bike  with  a  tire  iron, 
people  would've  said,  'He's  a  cop;  he 
should've  known'.   For  $4.15  an  hour,  we 
don't  want  to  get  killed." 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 


The  new  police  cruiser  has  been  delivered 
after  a  few  months'  wait,  caused  in  part  by 
the  recent  truckers'  strike.   Also,  "We  had 
to  wait  for  one  to  come  in  at  our  price," 
said  Chief  Chase.   for  $2,000  the  town  got 
a  1983  Ford  which  is  about  to  be  outfitted 
with  radio  and  lights.   It  should  be  in 
service  by  mid-September,  according  to  him. 

Police    Log 

6-2   Attempted  abduction  of  maxe  juvenile 
on  New  Salem  Rd . 

7-9   Stolen  car  recovered  on  Lockes  Village 
Rd. 

8-10  Arrested  Kevin  Kenadek  on  a  Montague 
warrant 

8-11  Family  dispute  New  Salem  Rd . 

8-16  Town  loader  tires  punctured  on  Kemp- 
field  Rd. 

8-29  One-car  accident  Depot  Hill.   No  per- 
sonal injuries. 


fir^C   Loo 


-24   David  Wilder's  skidder  on  fire  at  Gate 
Lane 

-2   Mutual  aid  to  Shutesbury  for  a  poten- 
tial B.L.E.V.E.  (LP  Gas  tank  truck 
overturned)  \ 
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Letters  in  Area  Md-spape-rs 
About    Sddouettt  Project 

SILHOUETTES  NOT  UNPATRIOTIC 
(to  the  Greenfield  Recorder) 

No  one  cheered  louder  than  I  when  the 
atomic  bomb  was  dropped  on  Hiroshima  on 
Aug.  6,  1945,  thus  ending  the  war  for  all  of 
us  on  the  destroyer  Fletcher.   We  had  been 
steaming  full  spead  from  Pearl  Harbor  to 
sortie  for  the  imminent  invasion  of  Japan. 

But  I  cannot  cheer  40  years  later  at  the 
picture  in  the  Aug.  9  Greenfield  Recorder 
of  the  VFW  stalwarts  stolidly  scrubbing 
away  at  the  silhouettes  on  the  sidewalks  of 
Shelburne  Falls  to  erase  the  memory. 

It  frustrates  hopes  for  arms  reduction 
and  therefore  human  survival  that  the  po- 
litical temper  of  the  times  equates  any  sin- 
cere peaceful  witness  to  the  unimaginable 
horrors  of  nuclear  war  with  anti-American- 
ism and  that  any  vivid  rembrance  is  un- 
patriotic. 

How  lucky  we  are  that  the  shadows  on 
American  sidewalks  are  only  whitewash.   Let 
us  never  forget  how  easily  they  could  become 
real. 

Arthur  A.  Rogers 
Deerf ield 

HOW  ABOUT  PEARL  HARBOR? 

(to  the  Greenfield  Recorder) 

In  regard  to  the  recent  art  work  of  Frank- 
lin County  shadow  project,  I  think  that 
"equal  time"  should  be  given  to  someone  to 
write  "Remember  Pearl  Harbor."   There  would 
be  no  need  to  paint  shadow  silhouettes  since 
these  figures  are  forever  engraved  on  our 
memo  ry . 

People  see  m  to  forget  that  without  Pearl 
Harbor  there  would  have  been  no  Hiroshima. 
Robert  Billings 
Montague 

FOR  SHAME 

(to  the  Athol  Daily  News) 

Shame  on  the  Orange  police!   What  possible 
harm  could  there  be  in  reminding  us,  if  only 
for  a  short  time,  of  the  utter  devastation 
a  nuclear  bomb  can  bring? 

I  refer  to  the  confiscation  of  shadow 
paint,  the  eviction  from  town  of  the  people 
who  merely  wanted  to  share,  in  a  perfectly 
harmless  and  peac  eful  way,  their  deep  con- 
viction that  nuclear  war  would  be  an  end  to 
civilization  as  we  know  it.   Then  they  had 
the  fire  department  wash  it  all  away. 

To  me  these  simple,  but  so  graphic,  car- 
icatures speak  louder  than  any  of  the  docu- 
dramas  we  have  seen  of  late.   I  can  think  of 
no  better  way  to  jolt  our  complacency. 

I  take  some  consolation  in  the  idea  that 
the  Orange  police  by  their  action  have  per- 
haps unthinkingly  brought  more  publicity 
to  the  event  than  might  otherwise  have  been 
generated.   I  sincerely  hope  so. 

Mrs.  William  Babel 
Orange 

...The  military  and  government  leaders 
of  our  world's  growing  nuclear  club  would  do 
well  to  cut  out  shadows  of  their  loved  ones 
and  paint  them  in  front  of  their  official 
residences.   Perhaps  even  hardliner  Ronald 
Reagan  would  flinch  just  the  tiniest  bit 
if  he  had  to  look  down  at  the  etched  remains 
of  his  faithful  Nancy  while  on  a  stroll  to 
the  Rose  Garden. 

Rob  A.  Okun 
Montague  Center 
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DOUGLAS  TANNER 

Licensed  Contractor 


Expert  Carpentry 
Throughout  the  House 


Locks  Hill  Road 
P.O.  Box  193 
Wendell,  MA  01379 
(617)544-2067 


August  21,  1985 

Dear  Wendell  Post: 

I  am  an  avid  reader  of  this  paper  and  I 
feel  that  this  letter  should  be  published 
for  the  benefit  of  all  safety  oriented  citi- 
zens : 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  the  faculty 
of  the  Maple  Valley  School.   It  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  vehicle  drivers  and  the 
students,  if  the  latter  were  advised  of  the 
danger  of  abusing  the  right  of  way.   The 
students  are  obviously  taking  advantage  of 
this  precious  freedom.   For  the  safety  and 
the  welfare  of  all,  kindly  advise  precaution 
in'  crossing  any  public  roads. 

Signed, 

A  concerned  citizen  of  Wendell,  of  many 
years,  whom  I  feel  is  speaking  for  other 
citizens  with  the  same  concern.   Thank  you 
very  much. 


OkLttwics 


Stt-Ot 


Jn.  C 
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i\ard  "Dies 
CrasH 


A  wide  range  of  friends  from  all  walks  of 
life  deeply  loved  and  respected  him.   An  ac- 
tive citizen  in  the  Wendell  community  for 
ten  years,  he  will  now  be  remembered  by  his 
warm  smile  and  twinkle  in  his  eyes. 

Steve  Maynard  died  in  a  motorcycle  acci- 
dent in  Ashfield  trying  to  avoid  a  deer  on 
July  15,  1985. 

Steve  touched  the  hearts  of  many  people 
with  his  gentle  spirit.   He  was  committed  to 
a  life  of  honesty,  truth,  and  giving  to 
others.   For  many  years,  he  worked  for  non- 
profit human  service  programs  as  an  outstand- 
ing counselor  touching  the  troubled  lives  of 
many  adolescents.   He  was  highly  respected 
by  professionals  and  the  young  people  for 
his  devotion  and  the  quality  of  his  work. 
Steve  was  a  man  of  integrity  and  left  a  leg- 
acy of  hope.   He  helped  many  to  believe  that 
there  is  hope  when  their  world  was  full  of 
pain. 

A  gathering  of  friends  attended  a  memor- 
ial celebration  at  the  Wendell  Church  on 
July  24.   This  sharing  of  fellowship  was  led 
by  Beth  Hapgood.   It  was  a  beautiful  cele- 
bration of  love  and  the  strength  of  Steve's 
spirit. 

A  ceremony  was  also  held  at  Maple  Valley 
School  where  Steve  was  the  supervisor  of  the 
Intensive  Care  Program.   A  lovely  oak  tree 
was  planted  by  everyone  to  honor  him.   With 
all  of  the  love  and  energy  given  to  this 
tree,  there  is  no   doubt  that  it  will  grow 
to  b'e  the  strongest  oak  tree  in  Wendell. 

Steve  had  been  living  in  Greenfield  with 
his  fiancee,  Sharon  Stadnick.   Members  of 
his  family  include  his  parents,  George  and 
Arlene  Maynard;  his  wife,  Raeann;  and  his 
son,  Aubin  Oak. 

Steve's  spirit  lives  on  not  only  in  our 
hearts,  but  in  the  beauty  of  nature  surround- 
ing us.   We  thank  you,  Steve,  for  sharing 
your  vision  with  us  -  a  vision  of  one  planet, 
one  people,  one  peace. 


\JP 


BIULFAC6Y 


Local    Wonyary    Leads 
n§,iY{caS't\<\tioi\  ^Study 

Reincarnation  -  what's  it  all  about? 
Why  bother  to  consider  it?   How  does  this 
principle  affect  me  in  my  life?   These  and 
many  other  questions  will  be  discussed  in  a 
reincarnation  -  study  group  being  formed. 
Also,  glimpses  into  discovering  each  per- 
son's past  lives  will  be  experienced.   The 
study  group  will  provide  the  following  op- 
portunities : 

1)  Questions  and  Answers  about  Reincar- 
nation Principle 

2)  "Light  of  the  Eye"  Meditations 

3)  Cleansing  and  breathing  exercise  to 
renew  oneself. 

4)  Quiet  attunement/meditation  for  love 
and  healing  to  planet  earth  and  her 
people  -  which  joins  the  effort 
worldwide  every  Thurs.  at  8  pm. 

Also,  the  study  group  will  be  supplemen- 
ted with  informative  hand-outs. 

The  group  will  meet  at  the  home  of  Clare 
Green  on  Mormon  Hollow  Rd . ,  4-7421.  Classes 
for  the  first  session  will  begin  Sept.  5th 
through  26th.   Come  to  one  class  or  all  four. 


Chiropractor'    Opens 
Practice,  Ik  OrajiGe, 


Dr.  Paul  A.  Kowacki  of  Erving  has  opened 
a  chiropractic  office  in  Orange. 

Dr.  Kowacki,  Mahar  graduate  in  1973,  re- 
ceived his  DC  degree  from  Palmer  College 
of  Chiropractic,  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1983 
and  had  previous  schooling  at  Greenfield 
Community  College  and  University  of  Mass. 

After  serving  an  internship  in  an  ortho- 
pedic clinic  in  northern  Italy,  he  returned 
to  this  country  as  an  associate  in  a  Chicago 
group  practice. 

Dr.  Kowacki  has  a  wholistic  approach  to 
health  care  and  says  that  chiropractic 
treatment  is  helpful  in  many  physical  ail- 
ments.  Well-known  is  its  success  in  treat- 
ing chronic  back  pain  or  accident  complaints 
— muscular/skeletal  problems.   "But  chiro- 
practic actually  stemmed  from  a  case  of 
hearing  being  restored  by  replacement  of  a 
vertebra,"  Dr.  Kowacki  told  the  Post.  Prac- 
tice is  "based  on  the  nervous  system  and 
its  relationship  to  the  other  systems," 
effective  even  with  circulatory  and  diges- 
tive problems. 

Dr.  Kowacki  lives  with  his  wife,  Chris- 
tine, and  their  two  children,  Robert  and 
Michael.   They  recently  purchased  the 
building  at  26  North  Main  Street  which 
houses  Orange  Community  Action  and  which  he 
has  remodeled  for  his  office. 

Dr.  Kowacki  lived  for  many  years  in  Er- 
ving where  his  parents  ran  the  country 
store.   His  brother,  Dale,  is  a  Wendell  res- 
ident.  About  his  return  to  his  home  state, 
Kowacki  says,  "I  like  the  people,  the  wea- 
ther and  the  terrain.   There  is  a  diversity 
of  thought  and  energy  that  appeals  to  me." 

Susan  DunLany 


Paul  A.  Kowacki,  D.C. 

PRACTICE   OF    CHIROPRACTIC 


26   NORTH   MAIN   STREET.  ORANGE.   MASS.  01364 
(617)     544-7902 
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Blueberries   and  tRe    3otr(b 


I  have  decided,  for  purely  sentimental 
reasons,  to  pick  blueberries  in  the  meadow 
near  the  cabin  I  recently  moved  from.   I  can- 
not justify  this  five  mile  excursion  in  the 
car  since  there  are  plenty  of  blueberries 
within  walking  distance  of  my  present  cabin. 
But  this  is  something  I  must  do.   Old  stomp- 
ing grounds  linger  in  the  memory,  often  in- 
delibly, and  do  not  easily  fade. 

From  the  new  cabin  I  walk  down  the  steep, 
hemlock-scented  trail  which  leads  to  the  log- 
ging road  and  the  car.   It  is  a  short  walk 
to  the  car  this  time  of  year.   It  will  in- 
crease by  a  half-mile  or  so  when  the  snow 
flies.   That's  okay.   We  are  an  upright  spe- 
cies which  functions  quite  well  on  our  own 
two  feet,  but  most  of  modern  America  has  cho- 
sen to  let  their  legs  atrophy  in  deference  to 
their  bellies.   That  is  an  evolutionary 
shame.   The  human  leg  is  a  terrible  thing  to 
waste . 

The  car  rumbles  and  belches  now  and  then, 
disturbing  the  silence,  creaking  like  an  old 
ship  when  one  side  rides  low  in  a  rut,  twist- 
ing and  bending  to  the  road's  demand.   I  like 
this  sort  of  road.   It  offers  austere,  unfor- 
giving limits  which  cannot  be  ignored.   It 
teaches  patience. 

I  leave  the  logging  road  with  a  final 
creak,  and  turn  toward  the  blueberry  patch  of 
my  past.   I  know  it  is  there;  I  know  it  is 
waiting,  I  know  what  it  smells  like,  feels 
like,  tastes  like.   I  know  it  would  never  let 
me  down,  even  if  I  leave  with  my  pail  half 
full,  for  the  place  is  more  than  the  berries. 
It  is  the  sum  of  the  senses  which  make  the 
experience,  which  make  the  place,  and  it  is 
this  final  sense  of  place  that  satisfies. 

I  come  to  the  only  intersection  at  the 
center  of  this  tiny  rural  town,  an  intersec- 
tion where  the  undulating  pavement  of  two 
country  roads  comes  together,  melded  into 
one  for  only  an  instant.   I  stop,  staring 
straight  ahead,  and  am  catapulted  40  years 
into  the  past  by  a  message  within  the  sterile 
four  corners  of  the  intersection.  HIROSHIMA: 
NEVER  AGAIN.   A  poignant  silhouette  of  a  hu- 
man accompanies  the  bold  white  letters  and  I 
sit  motionless,  comprehending  the  terrible 
meaning  behind  the  silhouette,  behind  the 
charred  shadows  of  death  so  patriotically 
applied. 

When  our  people  dropped  the  first  atomic 
bomb  on  Hiroshima,  those  human  beings  within 
300  meters  of  ground  zero  were  instantly 
vaporized  by  the  heat,  leaving  behind  only 
their  shadows.   During  the  dark  hours  before 
dawn  on  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  Hiroshi- 
ma's bombing,  the  shadows  were  pulled  from 
the  past  and  memoralized  on  the  streets  and 
sidewalks  of  America.   It  was  not  the  act  of 
vandals.   It  was  the  act  of  responsible  hu- 
man beings  who  can  see  the  connection  between 
the  arms  race  and  nuclear  annihilation,  and 
they  simply  wished  to  make  the  dangers  more 
vivid.   The  shadows  were  painted  with  white- 
wash and  will  fade  with  the  rains  of  the 
season.   The  shadows  of  Hiroshima  did  not. 

I  turn  at  the  intersection,  drive  a  few 
miles,  and  park  on  a  quiet  hillside  at  the 
head  of  a  trail.   I  walk  it  quickly,  bucket 
dangling  from  my  neck,  and  encounter  the  mea- 
dow, the  place.   Sunshine  warms  my  back  and 
shows  me  the  pure  and  naked  beauty  of  this 
place;  the  aster  and  the  goldenrod,  the  hawk 
on  a  rising  thermal,  the  midnight  blue  of  the 
berries.   I  pick  them  with  both  hands,  ab- 
sorbed in  the  tonic  of  the  moment. 


Dt:  \^v)icfc  '\{/bemdetzi 

OPTOMETRIST 

General  Family  Practice 

Eye  Care  -  Eye  Examinations 

Eye  Glasses 

All  contact  lens  types, 

gas  permeable  and  soft 

No-line  Bifocals 
Athol,  Mass.  249-8931 
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We  must  choose  between  the  blueberry  and 
the  bomb.   There  are  those  who  believe  in  the 
bomb  and  wish  to  nurture  it,  protect  it,  be 
guided  by  its  power.   They  say  there  is  no 
going  back.   They  will  tell  you  this  from  any 
denomination,  on  any  Sunday;  from  any  stool 
in  any  bar  on  any  Saturday  night.   They  have 
chosen  to  live  by  the  bomb,  supporting  the 
machine  that  produces  it.   If  those  of  their 
ilk  prevail,  we  will  die  by  the  bomb . 

The  sweet  fragrance  of  Queen  Anne's  lace 
catches  my  nose.   My  finger  tips  and  tongue 
are  stained  with  blue.   This  place  tugs  at 
me  from  miles  away  and  I've  never  questioned 
its  magic,  or  my  choice. 

Robert  Streeter 


Quality  Guide  Prtnitd 

The  first  edition  Guide  to  the  Quabbin 
Reservation  has  recently  been  published. 
Created  by  Christopher  J.  Ryan  of  Amherst, 
it  is  the  first  of  its  kind  for  the  Quabbin, 
the  largest  wilderness  area  in  Massachu- 
setts.  The  large  map  has, the  location  of 
the  former  towns  pinpointed  as  well  as  the 
underwater  contours  of  the  land  before  it 
was  flooded. 

And  to  bring  things  up  to  date,  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  pertaining  to  use  of 
the  Quabbin  reservation  are  prominently 
printed  on  the  map. 

Sportspeople  and  creationists  helped  in 
the  creation  of  the  map,  as  well  as  employ- 
ees of  the  MDC. 

The  guides  are  available  at  sporting 
goods  stores  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
and  at  the  recently  established  Quabbin 
Visitors  Center  on  Route  9  in  Belchertown. 


CotttroCting  Da^aLopmanC  JLsnlACC 

OunsKirid  >  Rl 


In  discussions  of  Wendell's  growth  with 
many  of  its  citizens  over  the  past  two 
months,  the  impression  is  clear  that  most 
would  like  some  form  of  control  put  on  the 
town's  development.   But  the  urge  to  con- 
trol growth  is  tempered  by  the  realization 
that  these  restrictions  might  have  some  so- 
bering effects,  too: 

*  The  opportunity  to  buy  and  sell  land 
for  profit  would  be  diminished; 

*  Opportunity  of  long-time  citizens  to 
use  the  development  value  of  their 
land  as  a  "retirement  nest  egg"  might 
be  threatened; 

*  Building,  even  to  accomodate  natural 
growth  (e.g.,  single  lot  purchases, 
or  grown  children  building  homes  in 
town)  might  be  curtailed; 

*  Resultant  higher  land  prices  might 
pull  up  the  drawbridge  on  lower  in- 
come people  who  would  like  to  become 
landed  and  get  off  the  rental  tread- 
mill; 

*  Ironically,  the  more  successful  a 
town  is  in  controlling  development, 
the  more  attractive  it  becomes  to 
developers,  who  see  a  "protected  in- 
vestment" they  can  peddle  more  easily 
than  they  could  if  the  abutting  pro- 
perty were  able  to  be  developed 
densely  or  randomly. 

These  cons  contrast  with  some  interest- 
ing pros — the  benefits  that  would  result  if 
the  objectives  of  development  controls  were 
in  fact  realized: 

*  Town  services  can  remain  stable: 
taxes,  government  structure,  direc- 
tion of  leadership; 

*  Community  social  fabric  remains 
strong  or  grows  stronger.   This  makes 
unnecessary  many  of  the  services  that 
would  otherwise  be  required  (extra 
police  protection,  recreation,  sani- 
tation, city  water  and  sewer,  paid 
public  officials); 

*  Individuals  benefit.   When  life  in  a 
modern  small  town  is  properly  appre- 
ciated (for  which  a  kind  of  Hick 
Pride  movement  is  already  underway), 
it  bestows  generous  benefits:  great- 
er self-sufficiency,  less  alienation, 
greater  trust  in  others,  greater  con- 
tentment with  limits; 

*  Since  the  town  is  stable,  neighbor- 
hoods remain  stable.   A  well-knit 
neighborhood  returns  the  investment 
it  it,  whether  of  friendship,  respect, 
nurturing,  assistance  or  understand- 
ing.  It  affirms  each  component  liv- 
ing  thing  by  recognizing  it  and  un- 
derstanding it  from  all  directions  of 
the  spiritual  compass.   It  is  an  an- 
chor in  its  members'  lives. 


(As  a  seedbed  for  stability,  a  town  may 
have  not  only  a  right  but  perhaps  an  obli- 
gation to  steady  its  course  against  the 
shifting  winds  from  the  outside .. .American 
towns  everywhere  have  been  flattered  by 
new-found  popularity,  then  woken  up  used, 
abused  and  demoralized  by  haphazard  and 
rapid  development,  growth  that  wasn't  or- 
ganic, but  cancerous.) 

*  Natural/human  interrelationships  can 
be  strengthened.   A  place  which  pro- 
duces human  beings  as  the  main  crop 
isn't  a  place  that  can  sustain  itself 
when  the  far-stretched  limits  of 
trade  and  specialization  shrink  again, 
as  they  probably  will. 
The  distraction  of  gasoline  supplies 
momentarily  outstripping  the  demand  won't 
be  taken  as  the  norm  in  intelligent  plan- 
ning.  Woods  saved  to  help  replace  the  oil 
fields  of  Saudi  Arabia  and  open  land  pre- 
served to  replace  the  Corn  Belt  will  help 
people  eat  and  stay  warm  when  the  expected 
eventually  happens,  and  will  be  a  credit 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  town  meeting 

Ivandall  Fast  Analysis 

that    saved    them.      This    type   of  planning   is 
unpopular    today  because    it    threatens    to    re- 
veal   the    false   assumptions   underlying   the 
current   prosperity.      Nevertheless,    our 
children  will    thank  us    for   instituting   it 
and   similar   restraints   on   the    "local  debt" 
— as   self   indulgent   and  unwarranted   as    the 
national   debt. 

The   debate    for   and    against  development 
control    for  Wendell  meets   on   the   ground   of 
long-term  vs.    short-term,   on   the   scales   of 
freedom  vs.    license.      History  proves    the 
people   of  Wendell    (or   any   town)    can't 
count   on    the   outside    to   fuel    their  economy 
or   cushion  their  mistakes.      Increasingly, 
what  we    see    is   all  we've   got.      Sensitive, 
attentive,    controlling  of  development   is   a 
way  of  maintaining   it   in  working  condition. 
Jonathan   von   Ranson 


THE  GRAY  LINE  represents  the  proposed  Low  Profile  Alignment  as  it  travels 
through  Erving  Center  (above)  and  Farley  (reverse) .  In  the  Center,  a  full 
interchange  would  be  located  at  the  paper  mill  in  the  east  end  of  town, 
iand  access  to  and  from  the  west  would  be  provided  near  Mountain  Road.   In 
addition,  an  exit  would  be  provided  directly  into  Erving  Center* 

£rvir\a   Side   Hiaf\yOay/  Plar\ 
UfayOs   \State   Aotice ,  Flcdoc 


"If  a  better  highway  is  needed,  here's 
how  it  might  look." 

That's  the  spirit  in  which  the  Rt.  2 
Environmental  Coalition  recently  created  a 
plan  for  re-routing  Rt.  2  through  Erving. 
Conceived  and  coordinated  by  Michael  Ido- 
ine  and  Mason  Phelps,  the  plan  finally  en- 
ables the  Coalition  to  advance  a  positive 
solution  to  the  familiar  problem.   It  does 
so  by  showing  a  design  for  a  limited  access 
55-mph  road  that  would  involve  no  state 
forest,  take  6-16  structures  (versus  10- 
15  for  the  state's  South  Bank  alignment) 
while  relieving  Erving' s  Main  Street  of  all 
through  traffic  and  most  of  the  traffic  gen- 
erated by  Erving  Paper  Mill,  the  county's 
third  largest  employer. 

"It  meets  the  objectives  of  the  state 


and  the  businesspeople  of  the  area,"  said 
Idoine,  "and  it  costs  half  or  less  of  the 
South  Bank  plan."  It  would  also  probably 
face  fewer  if  any  legal  obstacles,  giving 
it  a  greater  chance  of  being  started  some- 
time soon. 

Idoine  and  Phelps  met  with  several  other 
Coalition  members  and  state  Economic  Direc- 
tor Al  Raine,  Transportation  Secretary  Fred 
Salvucci,  DPW  Commissioner  Bob  Tierney  and 
aides  twice  within  a  month  to  go  over  the 
detailed,  professionally  executed,  color- 
coded  plan.   They  left  each  time  with  more 
positive  assurances  that  it  would  be  stu- 
died carefully — and  promptly.   The  plan 
has  caught  the  interest  of  state  Department 
of  Environmental  Management  Commissioner 

(over) 


ALL  MOVEMENTS  are  possible  into  and  out  of  Farley  under  the  Coalition's 
Low  Profile  plan..  Construction  would  avoid  the  former  landfill,  wheras 
the  state's  South  Bank  plan  would  directly  involve  the  dump  and  its 
possibly  toxic  contents. 


LovO  Profile  Plan  Would  Aid  Business 


(cont'd) 

James  Gutensohn,  whose  department  has  long 
urged  the  DPW  to  upgrade  on  the  Erving  side 
if  any  way  possible,  to  avoid  taking  state 
forestland.   "It  takes  care  of  the  DEM's 
problem"  with  carving  through  Wendell  State 
Forest  and  running  a  macadam  border  along 
the  south  side  of  the  Millers,  Idoine  said. 

The  plan  is  a  duplicate  of  that  advanced 
for  this  side  of  the  river  in  important 
technical  respects:  two  12-ft.  travel  lanes 
and  two  10-ft.  shoulders,  standard  grades 
and  sightlines.   Intersections  are  standard 
right-hand  entrance  and  exit  ramps.   Curves 
are  a  minimum  1900\ft.  radius,  adequate  for 
a  55  mph  roadway. 

Business  considerations  have  been  upper- 
most in  motivating  a  change  in  existing  Rt. 
2.   "This  benefits  Erving  businesses  in  gen- 
eral and  the  Erving  Paper  Co.  in  particular," 
said  Phelps.   "It  takes  virtually  all  traffic 
generated  by  the  eastern  plant  off  Main  Street 
— which  the  South  Bank  alignment  doesn't — 
and  it  gives  quick  access  to  the  mill  and  im- 
proved access  to  the  Usher  Plant."  The 
Usher  Plant  is  the  mill's  headquarters..   At 
present,  long-box  semi-trailers  can't  pass 
under  the  Arch  St.  railroad  underpass,  the 
only  way  to  the  building. 

In  the  Coalition's  plan,  access  would  be 
by  an  overpass  over  both  the  new  highway  and 
the  B&M  railroad  tracks. 

The  South  Bank  alignment,  by  contrast, 
"would  isolate  Erving  and  hardly  serve  the 
paper  mill  at  all,"  Phelps  said. 


The  alignment  would  utilize  a  short  stretch 
of  existing  Rt.  2  east  of  the  paper  mill, 
separate  at  the  crest  of  the  hill,  pass  to  the 


north  and  uphill  of  the  mill's  parking  lot, 
cross  the  existing  road  on  a  bridge,  then 
descend  to  run  alongside  the  railroad  tracks. 
After  passing  through  the  Center  on  a  grade 
below  that  of  the  existing  road  (hence  the 
name,  "Low  Profile  Alignment" )next  to  the 
railroad  tracks,  it  would  rejoin  the  existing 
road  where  it  now  levels  out  and  runs  right 
alongside  the  Millers. 

Structures  that  would  have  to  be  taken 
include  two  paper  company  buildings  on 
the  curves,  a  B&M  Railroad  shed,  and  the 
Box  Car  restaurant,  as  well  as  the  old  fire- 
•house  and  two  private  homes.   Three  other 
homes  are  a  possibility. 

In  Farley,  it  would  separate  southward 
near  the  end  of  the  Farley  Flats,  rise  and 
bridge  the  filter  bed  and  Bridge  Street, 
dead-end  Maple  Avenue  (which  would  be  tied 
into  Bridge  Street),  and  link  up  with  the 
improved  two-mile  stretch  where  1968  work 
originally  ended  (now  obscured  by  1979 
safety  improvements).   Farley  structures 
that  would  have  to  be  taken  include  the 
Erving  Cycle  Shop  and — possibly — two  homes 
along  the  Flats. 

Farley  is  a  sensitive  point  in  part 
because  the  former  Erving  landfill  there  is 
directly  in  the  path  of  the  South  Bank  align- 
ment.  The  Coalition's  plan  avoids  the  dump 
and  the  toxic  waste  problems  that  may  be 
associated  with  it. 

The > Coal it ion  continues  to  stress  that 
there  is  no  evidence — either  in  safety 
or  traffic  problems — that  major  changes  are 
needed  to  the  road  as  it  presently  exists 
in  Erving.   "This  plan  is  to  show  that  the 
state's  objectives  for  increased  speed  and 
capacity  can  be  met  without  major  disruption 
to  the  area,"  said  Idoine. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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The  woods  of  Wendell  are  athwang  with  the 
sounds  of  house  construction.   The  planning 
board  reports  the  creation  of  70  house  lots 
in  the  last  year  and  a  half.   State  and  na- 
tional indicators  show  a  sharp  upsurge  in 
housing  starts  and  housing  prices.   A  num- 
ber of  older  Wendell  residents  all  at  once 
seem  to  be  selling  lots  to  finance  a  move 
south  or  elsewhere. 

Are  towns  like  Wendell  being  irresistablj 
pressed  into  the  suburban  mold?   Is  there 
good  reason  to  try  to  fight  the  pressure? 
Tc  it  only  a  matter  of  personal  taste  how 

densely  Wendell  should  get  developed?   Is 
there  a  way  to  channel  the  forces  into  less 
dense,  more  appropriate,  development?   Does 
Wendell  have  the  imagination  to  weave  a 
kind  of  social  Gore-Tex  that  excludes  sub- 
urbia but  includes  the  poor,  that  discour- 
ages commercialism  but  encourages  local 
work? 

There  are  both  long-range  and  pragmatic, 
short-term  reasons  to  try  to  do  it.   "No 

matter  what  you  say,  new  construction  hurts 
a  town  financially,"  Chester  Zaik,  CMA  and 
Franklin  County  assessor-consultant,  told 
a  few  people  in  the  assessor's  office  re- 
cently.  "The  general  consensus  among 
assessors  is  new  construction  brings  in 

i  new  problems."  And  in  his  opinion,  Wendell 
is  ripe  for  a  surge  of  "home  construction 
like  crazy." 

Here,  lots  are  still  available  for  $8,- 
000,  according  to  Zaik.   "Five  miles  beyond 
Shutesbury  and  Leverett  and  it's  $10,000 

i  cheaper,"  he  said.   He  is  referring  to 
development  pressure  from  the  Northampton- 
Amherst-Greenf ield  quarter.   Further,  he 
said,  with  a  required  road  frontage  of  only 
100  ft.,  there  is  danger  of  "some  developer 

1  bringing  in  50  or  100  modular  homes  and 

I  putting  them  on  a  single  parcel." 

Others  see  equal  or  greater  pressures 
from  the  other  direction.   Orange  and  Athol 

I  are  unabashedly  seeking  big  corporations — 
major  employers  to  come  in  and  take  up  the 
slack  following  the  exodus  of  heavy  indus- 
tries from  that  relatively  skilled  labor 
market.   Some  of  the  growth  projections 
that  have  been  bandied  about  show  an  overf 
low  into  Wendell.   More  immediately  rele- 
vant is  the  fact  that  housing  has  gotten 
so  expensive  in  the  Rt .  128/Rt.  495  belts 
--"$95,000-125,000  for  starter  homes," 
according  to  Tom  Wetherby,  chairman  of  the 
Wendell  Planning  Board — that  people  are 
spilling  out  as  far  as  Wendell  and  Warwick. 
Some  intend  to  commute  until  they  find 
local  work. 

If  the  state  is  ever  successful  in  com- 

I  pleting  a  fast  highway  through  or  around 

!  Erving  (for  which  the  South  Bank  through 

I  Wendell  is  one  plan  and  a  recent  privately 
submitted  design  through  Erving  is  another) 
this  town  will  come  under  increasing  pres- 
sure from  both  east  and  west  via  the  most 
reknowned  suburbia-maker  of  all:  the 
superhighway.   With  steering  wheel  in  one 
hand  and  coffee  cup  in  the  other,  the  com- 
muter could  now  easily  live  in  the  Depot 
and  get  to  work  in  Greenfield  or  Brattle- 
boro,  or  live  in  Farley  and  be  at  work  ten 
minutes  away  in  Orange... as  long  as  gaso- 
line stays  cheap. 

What  is  the  best  response?   Stand  and 
fight?   Or  put  out  the  welcome  mat  and 
squeeze  over  in  a  neighborly  and  altruistii 
gesture?   Jessie  Wetherby,  clerk  of  the 
board  of  health  and  member  of  the  board  of 
assessors,  thinks  Wendell's  resources  cast 
the  deciding  vote,  "especially  water." 
The  town's  shallow  wells  have  an  increasinj 
habit  of  going  dry  in  years  of  low  rain- 
fall.  And  septic  system  troubles  "will 
show  a  higher  fail  rate  in  the  next  five 
years"  if  wet  weather  prevails,  predicts 


her  son,  Tom,  presumably  because  the  best 
house  sites  have  mostly  been  taken.   The 
glacier  wasn't  generous  in  distributing 
soil  to  Wendell.   On  the  whole,  the  water 
table  occupies  relatively  few  feet  between 
the  surface  and  ledge,  putting  wastewater 
literally  between  a  rock  and  a  very  hard 
place:  the  neighbor's  yard. 

Land  use  is  where  charity  runs  up  a- 
gainst  natural  limits — just  as  a  boat  can 
squeeze  on  only  so  many  passengers  before 
it  sinks,  a  town  can  only  attend  to  its 
responsibilities  to  newcomers  for  so  long 
before  its  best  reasons  for  existence  are 
cancelled  out. 

Some  point  out  that  Wendell  State  For- 
est occupies  30%  of  the  town's  area.   Does 
Wendell  really  need  further  protection 
against  development? 

Though  Wendell  is  blessed  in  geographi- 
cal beauty  and  an  openness  rare  in  Massa- 
chusetts, the  state  forest  is  not  the  pro- 
perty of  local  residents  for  their  agri- 
cultural, fuel,  recreational  or  even  open 
space  desires,  but  rather  the  property  of 
the  people  of  the  entire  state.   No  scen- 
ario is  inconceivable  for  use  of  this  land 
in  the  hasty  adjustments  of  the  no  doubt 
troubled  future. 


Can  Wendell  afford  the  expense  of  de- 
velopment controls?  The  answer  to  this 
is  another  question:  What  is  the  value  of 
a  community  that  works,  that  still  has 
the  capacity  of  functioning  self-suffic- 
iently,  as  opposed  to  a  community  that 
has  exceeded  the  limits  of  its  own  re- 
sources, become  a  dormitory  for  strangers 
and  the  municipal  equivalent  of  a  restau- 
rant without  a  kitchen?   If,  as  Chester 
Zaik  says,  development  hurts  a  town  finan-: 
cially  with  its  accompanying  requirement 
for  more  school  space,  busing,  teachers, 
and  general  town  services,  the  town  may 
decide  to  find  ways  to  pay... much  as  a 
homeowner  puts  an  expensive  new  roof  on  thi 
house  because  later  costs  are  avoided. 
In  theory,  anyway,  balancing  incentives 
(which  "cost"  a  town  money)  with  disincen- 
tives (which  gain  taxes  and  cost  the 
propertyowner)  can  pay  the  bill. 

So  assume  Wendell  voters  decide  to  in- 
stitute development  controls  of  some  kind. 
Assume  they  face  head-on  the  legal  obsta- 
cles to  home  rule  on  these  matters  and  the 
political  difficulties  of  accommodating 
the  unwealthy.   Assume  their  motives  are 
not  frivolous  or  narrowly  selfish,  but 
to  save  a  future  for  theselves  and  the 
kids  by  recognizing  everybody's  dependency 
on — and  identity  with — sensible  natural 
limits  while  guaranteeing*  the  proper  rights 
of  property  ownership.   What  form  might 
those  measures  take? 

There  is  no  shortage  of  principles 
legally  available  by  enabling  legislation: 
zoning,  municipal  purchase,  state  purchase, 
private  purchase  (including  land  trusts 
and  wildlife  preserves),  purchase  or  trade 
of  development  rights,  enrollment  in  state 
land  use  protection  programs  like  Chapt. 
61  (forestland  protection),  Chapt.  61A  and 
Mass.  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction 
Program  (farmland),  Chapt.  61B  (recreational 
land),  state  Scenic  and  Recreational  Rivers 
Program  (land  along  Millers  River),  local 
tax  incentives,  plus  aquifer  and  floodplain 
zoning  and  wetlands  protection  laws. 


There  are  also  many  legally  toothless 
ways  that  invite  cooperation  with  unofficial 
smiles:  trusts  to  which  land  or  development 
rights  can  be  donated,  requests  to  those 
selling  land  to  first  offer  it  to  neighbors 
(or  give  them  an  opportunity  to  match  of- 
fers from  outside),  voluntary  thoughtful- 
ness  about  whom  to  sell  land  to  or  how  to 
develop  one's  own. 

ZONING:  Wendell  has  no  zoning  districts 
(e.g.,  residential,  commerical,  industrial, 
etc.),  only  a  two-acre  minimum  lot  size  for 
residential  construction  and  a  100-ft.  fron- 
tage requirement,  which  Chester  Zaik  of  the 
County  assessors  believes  should  be  raised 
to  200  ft.  "at  the  very  next  town  meeting." 
Planning  Board  Chairman  Tom  Wetherby  agrees. 

(Developers  on  the  whole  have  been 
creating  building  lots  with  at  least  200  ft. 
frontage.   They  have  also  often  been  crea- 
ting lots  larger  than  the  minimum  two  acres. 
Whether  from  sensing  possible  septic  prob- 
lems or  an  unwillingness  to  create  a  lot 
that  measures  100  ft.  by  840  ft.,  new  lots 
have  been  held  to  a  more  restrictive  stan- 
dard than  the  law  requires.   "They  assume 
it's  200  ft.  frontage  now,  thinks  Jessie 
Wetherby . ) 

Besides  frontage  increases,  Wendell  might 
consider  where  it  would  accept  a  laundromat, 
service  station,  bar,  etc.,  and  create  a 
district  so  designating.   It  might  also 
consider  increasing  the  minimum  size  of  a 
building  lot  to  four  acres  in  all  except 
the  neighborhood  centers  (East  Wendell, 
lower  Farley  Road,  the  Depot,  the  Center, 
possibly  Lockes  Village,  etc.),  which  it 
might  designate  as  two-acre  districts,  as 
at  present.   This  amounts  to  a  rural  versioi 
of  cluster  zoning  where  private  wells  and 
septic  systems  prohibit  tighter  cluster- 
ing.  Aquifer  zoning  is  possible  here,  and 
too  unexplored  to  know  for  certain  if  it 
would  be  useful. 

WETLANDS  BYLAWS:  There  is  a  question 
whether  the  Wendell  Conservation  Commission 
has  fully  utilized  the  wetlands  protection 
laws  of  the  state.   Beyond  that,  Wendell 
could  adopt  a  set  of  bylaws  that  define 
even  more  stringently  than  the  state  what 
development  is  allowed  and  what  precautions 
must  be  taken  in  wetland  areas.   It  is  pos- 
sible to  completely  exclude  development 
within  wetlands  areas. 

CONSERVATION  RESTRICTIONS:  Landowners 
may  donate  development  rights  to  their 
property  in  exchange  for  income  tax  de- 
ductions as  well  as  reduction  in  town 
property  taxes.   More  information  is  a- 
vailable  from  the  state  Department  of 
Environmental  Management  or  the  town 
assessor's  office. 

OTHER  PRIVATE  OR  PRIVATE-PUBLIC  STRATE- 
GIES: Land  used  for  pleasure  or  for  a 
living — instead  of  being  treated  as  a 
sitting  investment  or  "money  in  the  bank" 
is  less  likely  to  be  subdivided  and  sold. 
To  encourage  this  and  other  beneficial  ob- 
jectives, a  resolution  from  the  planning 
board  and  board  of  finance,  perhaps  signed 
by  the  board  of  selectmen,  would  have  the 
effect  of  leadership  on  the  issue.   A  trust 
chartered  to  receive  private  donations  of 
land  or  money — and  perhaps  also  an  annual 
contribution  from  the  town  budget — could 
work  to  head  off  overdevelopment  by  ac- 
quiring strategic  parcels  from  cooperating 
owners.   The  trust's  board  of  directors 
might  also  be  given  the  responsibility  to 
interview  and  connect  lower  income  families 
that  wanted  to  move  to  town  with  appropri- 
ate building  sites,  if  any,  either  by 
voluntary  cooperation  of  the  owners  or 
by  sale  to  the  newcomers  on  a  sliding 
scale . 

Arrangements  like  these  would  depend 
on  everyone's  continued  awareness  of  the 
threat  and  its  capacity  to  hurt  the 
quality  of  their  lives... and  on  its 
opposite:  the  trap  of  exclusiveness . 
Wendell's  refusal  to  either  be  overrun 
or  become  snobs  will  be  only  as  success- 
ful as  the  community's  determination  is 
strong. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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JvJo    &i<aicn\alan£  Paint  a.  Picture  Different  3<on\  ife  Official    Version. 


During  Old  Home  Day,  as  Wendell  cele- 
brated its  own  special  free  and  peaceful 
character,  a  small  group  gathered  in  the 
Wendell  Church  to  hear  the  stories  of  two 
political  refugees.   Two  brothers,  Pedro 
and  Joaquin,  as  they  were  called,  aided  by 
an  interpreter  and  Joaquin's  guitar,  paintf 
a  picture  for  the  people  in  the  church  thai 
afternoon  of -their  lives  in  the  turbulent 
political  climate  of  Guatemala. 

We  heard  of  disappearances  and  torture: 
brainwashing,  and  militarism.   Most  impor- 
tantly, we  were  made  aware  of  the  misinfor- 
mation given  to  the  citizens  of  our  two 
countries  about  each  other.   They  hear  that 
Americans  are  rich  and  uncaring,  supportivt 
of  all  of  Reagan's  policies,  while  we  hear 
that  Guatemalans  are  neither  oppressed  nor 
exploited  by  their  government  nor  by  the 
American  corporations  in  Guatemala,  which 
support  the  government. 

The  two  Guatemalans  suggested  a  boycott 
of  American  corporations,  such  as  Coca  Col; 
and  Pepsi  Cola,  not  to  force  them  to  with- 
draw their  business  from  the  country,  but 
to  influence  them  instead  to  support  the 
people  of  Guatemala  and  not  the  corrupt 
government.   In  this  way,  humanitarian 
change  could  be  made  in  the  country.   It's 
an  optimistic  theory,  a  hopeful  suggestion 
from  people  nearly  devoid  of  hope. 

Joaquin  didmost  of  the  speaking  and  an- 
swering questions,  telling  us  of  time  spent 
working  and  organizing  in  a  Christian  com- 
munity that  teaches  people  to  read,  write 
and  work  cooperatively.   Because  of  his  in- 
volvement in  the  community,  his  life  was 
threatened.   When  the  nun  leading  the  com- 
munity was  kidnapped  and  later  found  dead, 
he  fled  to  Honduras  and  lived  in  hiding 
there.   After  a  while,  the  Guatemalan  gov- 
ernment granted  him  a  very  conditional  am- 
nesty —  this  consisted  of  orders  to  cur- 
tail his  involvement  in  the  Christian  com- 
munity, in  all  church  related  work,  and  in 
all  theater  groups  (he  is  a  musician.) 

He  was  also  told  to  join  a  "civil  self- 
defense  patrol"  with  orders  to  circulate 
around  the  city  and  report  any  suspicious 
political  activity.   Even  with  this,  his 
life  was  still  in  danger  and  he  came  to  the 
U.S.  with  the   Sanctuary  movement. 

Although  he  spoke  little  on  this  day, 
Pedro  read  a  poem  he  had  written  in  Spanish, 
which  the  interpreter  did  not  even  try  to 
translate,  saying  it  would  lose  its  beauty 
and  meaning  if  she  did  so. 

The  strongest  impression  that  Joaquin 
left  with  me  was  that  after  having  heard  a 
little  bit  of  the  truth  from  someone  with 
firsthand  experience,  we  would  have  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  events  in  Latin  Amer- 
ica and  would  be  able  to  pass  the  truth 
along  in  order  to  counteract  the  official 
misinformation. 

-  Lorien  Walsh 
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BENNETT  CONSTRUCTION 

Commercial  and  Residential 


DEAN  BENNETT 


Jennison  Road.  Box  202 
Wendell.  MA01V7V 


GUATEMALAN  BROTHERS,  Pedro  (left)  and   Joaquin  Vasquez,  spoke  in  Wendell  on  Old 
Home  Day  at  the  Center  Church  about  the   realities  of  life  and  political  repression 
in  Guatemala.   Richard  Carpenter,  photo. 
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Ladies  Aid  NaUo^Jttr^y 
C f\rtstmcKS  Parties  Set 

The  Wendell  Ladies  Aid  had  another  meet- 
ing this  August  and  decided  upon  the  follow- 
ing activities.  (Please  mark  them  on  your 
calendar) : 

Wed.  Sept.  25  at  7  pm  next  meeting  at 
Cheryl  Richardson's  home.   (Please  note 
that  this  happens  to  be  the  4th  Wed.  this 
month  only.) 

Thurs.  Oct.  31  at  6-7  pm  Halloween  Party 
at  Wendell  Town  Hall.   Games  and  fun  for 
all.   >  i-me  in  costume  -  young  and  old.  That 
night  there  will  be  a  Food  Basket  Raffle  for 
$1  ticket.   Tickets  may  be  obtained  from 
Ladies  Aid  members  during  the  month  of  Oct- 
ober. 

Sun   Dec.  15  at  2-4  pm  Christmas  Party  at 
Wendell  Town  Hall.   Treats  and  fun  for  all 
the  children  of  Wendell. 
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KLONDIKE  SOUND  CO. 

Professional  Sound  Systems 

SALES         -         RENTALS 

STAGE  MANAGEMENT 

John  "Klondike"  Koehler 

617-544-2744 

WENDELl,   MA.   01379 
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6-20   Christine  Hildreth  to  Zenya  Wild  and 
Elizabeth  Strazzero,  20  acres  on  West 
Rd- 


SOUTH  BANK  FIESTA  MENU 

Homemade  Corn  Chips  &  Salsa 
Mazatlan  Black  Bean  Soup  &  Cornbread 
Salad  &  Guacamole 
Chicken  Enchilada  Verdes 
Spinach  &  Cheese  Enchilada 
Mexican  Mud  Cake 
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Shadow  Project  cont'  from  front  page 

At  this  time  they  were  reported  to  the 
police,  who  interrupted  their  activities, 
questioned  them  and  confiscated  their  white- 
wash, and  then  issued  a  warning  to  them. 

"We  don't  want  anyone  hurt... none  of  you 
getting  run  over  working  in  the  dark  in  the 
street,"  one  of  the  policemen  stated.   One 
of  the  shadowers  remarked,  "The  officer 
seemed  sympathetic  to  the  cause;  it  wasn't 
as  though  he  didn't  believe  in  what  we 
were  doing" 

The  Orange  Fire  Dept.  was  called  in  to 
wash  the  figures  from  the  street. 

Elsewhere,  the  action  continued  to  bring 
about  controversy.   Ten  thousand  people 
took  part  in  the  demonstration,  from  the 
communities  in  Franklin  County  to  43  states 
and  20  foreign  countries.   The  International 
Shadow  Project  is  sponsored  by  Performers 
and  Artists  for  Nuclear  Disarmament  in  Port- 
land, Oregon. 

Under  the  Rt.  2  bridge  spanning  Wendell 
Depot  Rd.,  the  figures  are  vivid  and  haven't 
been  washed  by  the  rains,  yet  superimposed 
in  bright  red  paint,  are  the  words  "Remem- 
ber Pearl  Harbor."   The  sentiment  this  later 
graffiti  reflects  was  elsewhere  throughout 
the  area,  both  publicly  and  privately.   The 
level  of  feeling  runs  high  in  both  direc- 
tions . 

Some  local  residents  offered  their  com- 
ments on  the  Shadow  Project.   Anna  Hartjens 
stated  that  she  understands  and  sympathizes 
with  the  intentions  of  the  project,  yet 
feels  that  the  method  of  placing  paint  in 
public  places  to  be  cleaned  up  by  the  tax- 
payer brings  about  a  spirit  of  aggravation. 
She  added  that  no  one  wants  nuclear  war. 

In  other  conversations,  Virginia  Noyes 
suggested  that  it's  better  to  look  to  the 
future  with  hope  than  to  bring  up  the  hor- 
rors of  the  past. 

Gary  Murphy  of  Wendell  Depot  asked  the 
same  question  that  was  posed  on  the  cement 
underpass  and  in  several  letters  to  the  edi- 
tors in  the  area...  "What  about  Pearl  Har- 
bor?  How  many  were  killed  there?" 

The  answer:   2117  servicemen  and  civil- 
ians were  killed  in  the  Sunday  morning 
sneak  attack  forty- four  years  ago. 

We  quote  from  a  letter  to  the  editor 
sent  to  the  Recorder  by  Arthur  Rogers,  a 
veteran  from  Greenfield.   "It  frustrates 
hopes  for  arms  reduction,  and  therefore  hu- 
man survival,  that  the  political  temper  of 
the  times  equates  any  sincere  peaceful  wit- 
ness with  anti-Americanism,  and  that  any 
vivid  remembrances  are  unpatriotic.   How 
lucky  we  are  that  the  shadows  on  American 
sidewalks  are  only  whitewash.   Let  us  never 
forget  how  easily  they  could  become  real." 

To  which  we  all  say,  "Amen." 

*See  Letters  pg.  3    Marilyn  A-  Morin 
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Ruggles 

Gentle  sweet  water 

No  one  there  but  I  - 

I,  alone  with  such 

infinite  beauty. 

Warm  sweet  water 

singing  and  coloring  pure 

my  heart. 

A  refreshing  swim 

brings  silent  ecstasy. 

Dark  sweet  water 

absorbing  and  transmuting 

my  shadows 

as  the  sun  torches 

its  last  kiss  upon  your  golden  brow, 

I  listen 

to  the  stillness 

deep  within 

long  afterward 

that  one  refreshing  dip. 

Clare  Green 


Pica,  for  Peace  Jakts  A\at\y  Jbrms 
Dur-jng  a  3nsx/  Wec£  in   h/cncfell 


Sunrise  singout  silhouettes  on  Wendell  green,  and  sleepy  youngster  naps  in  a  guitar  case. 


The.  end.  oilhe  Rainbow. 


That  is  how  one  of  the  Peace  Walkers  de- 
scribed Wendell  as  they  neared  the  last 
stretch  of  their  90  mile  walk  from  Cambridge 
to  Greenfield.   They  provided  a  dramatic 
conclusion  to  a  week  of  activities  commemo- 
rating the  40th  anniversary  of  the  bombing 
of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki. 

The  week  began  at  6:00  Sunday  morning, 
Aug.  4  with  the  World  Sing  Out  for  Peace. 
About  75  people  gathered  on  the  Wendell  Town 
Common  to  sing,  pray  and  remember.   Sing 
Outs  began  that  morning  at  sunrise  in  Japan 
and  followed  the  sunrise  in  local  gatherings 
around  the  world.   In  Wendell  it  was  follow- 
ed by  pot-luck  waffles  cooked  by  Joshua  Jay 
the  Waffle  Clown  and  Nicaraguan  coffee  pro- 
vided by  the  Peace  and  Social  Justice  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wendell  Church. 

While  people  in  Wendell  were  singing, 
Ann  Zak  and  Bev  Cowdrick  were  in  Washington, 
D.C.  helping  tie  up  the  Pentagon  (and  other 
parts  of  the  city)  with  a  ribbon  created  by 
people  from  all  50  states  and  20  other  coun- 
tries. The  ribbon  consisted  of  24,000  panels 
on  the  theme  of  "What  I  cannot  bear  to  think 
of  as  lost  forever  in  a  nuclear  war."  The 
panels  were  tied  together  to  create  a  15 
mile  long  ribbon,  held  by  15,000  people. 

People  were  still  thinking  about  peace 
when  Old  Home  Day  arrived  on  the  Wendell 
Common.   Nosotros,  a  local  affinity  group 
sold  books,  buttons  and  posters  on  the  cru- 
cial issue  of  peace  and  justice. 

The  Wendell  Church  hosted  a  presentation 
by  two  Guatamalan  refugees  who  are  in  sanc- 
tuary at  the  Mt.  Toby  Friends'  Meeting 
House.   Dorothy  Mclver,  a  former  resident 
of  Wendell,  showed  slides  at  Old  Home  Day 
about  the  effort  to  save  the  Big  Mountain 
which  is  sacred  to  the  Navaho  Indians.   And 
the  shadow,  still  visible  at  the  intersec- 
tion, reminded  us  to  remember  Hiroshima. 
The  week  of  remembrance  and  hope  con- 
cluded Sunday,  Aug.  11  with  the  arrival  of 
60  peace  walkers.   They  came  from  Germany, 
Czechoslavakia,  Holland,  Spain,  South 
Africa,  Japan,  Denmark,  Sweden,  England  and 
many  parts  of  the  United  States  to  remind 
people  that  the  only  safe  route  from  nuclear 
war  is  peace.   The  Cambridge  Peace  Commis- 
sion organized  the  walk  in  response  to  Pres- 
ident Reagan's  1981  Emergency  Civil  Defense 
Plan  which  designated  Greenfield  as  the 
evacuation  site  for  the  city  of  Cambridge 
in  the  event  of  a  nuclear  disaster. 

After  the  walkers  were  assured  that  the 
only  public  shower  in  Wendell  was  the  fire 
hose,  many  decided  to  swim  at  Ruggles  Pond. 
They  returned  to  a  bountiful  potluck  supper 
provided  by  people  from  the  area.   Although 
it  was  the  smallest  town  to  host  the  walk- 
ers, Wendell  rallied  one  of  the  largest 
groups  to  share  both  food  and  friendship 
with  the  visitors.   As  the  food  disappeared 
Nat  Needle  appeared  to  provide  entertain- 
ment.  The  music  continued  long  into  the 
night  while  the  sleepier  walkers  strolled 
across  the  common  to  sleep  in  the  quiet 
of  the  church.   Among  the  last  to  fall 


asleep  were  Jim  Casino  and  Sylvia  Wetherby 
who  shared  binoculars  with  the  visitors  to 
watch  a  spectacular  meteor  shower.   Morning 
found  the  walkers  reluctantly  packing  to 
leave  to  work  on  the  Peace  Pagoda  in  Lev- 
erett.   They  were  all  very  grateful  for  the 
hospitality  provided  by  the  town  of  Wendell 
....  even  if  the  only  public  showers  are 
meteor  showers. 

Sylvia  Wetherby 


Cambridge  Peace-walkers  assembled  in 
Wendell  Town  Hall  for  the  night  before 
resuming  their  journey  to  Greenfield. 


L62  Federal  Street        By  Appointment 
Greenfield,  MA  01301      (413)  774-3348  ?A 


'  Call  for  a  free  consultation. 


Dr.  Lloyd  J.  Lachow 
Chiropractor 


1 


I 


1 


HorSS-Shot-irtq 

J££* 


Jouy  U/ep\and 


SHH-3Z0(> 


For  those  who  were  interested  in  the 
wonderful,  informative  obituary  on  Herman 
Hanson  of  New  Salem  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  Post,  the  author  was  A.  Parker  Cleveland. 
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jfon\   a  1/v&.&tc    Coordinator' 

Do\J>i  Se^iTxd  t(it  Barr^ 

Many  people  in  town  know  me  as  a  hazar- 
dous waste  coordinator,  but  that's  only  one 
persona.   And,  it  is  not  basically  how  I 
view  myself,  especially  as  I  attempt  to 
scrub  the  bronze  collections  of  the  day 
from  under  my  nails,  from  deep  within  the 
creases  of  my  knees  and  barefoot  joys.   This 
inane  yet  daily  attempt  to  set  myself  right, 
so  as  to  be  presentable  to  whomever,  espe- 
cially my  teenage  son  and  his  crowd,  has  me 
chuckling  at  intricate  complexities. 

It  was  while  I  was  chunking  a  fertile 
row  that  I  was  moved  to  share  umber  images 
with  you  who  live  nearby  and  who  might  never 
know  my  deeper  love  affair  with  the  rich 
soil  of  our  fertile  valley.   How  I  move  from 
poetic  manure  piles  to  grim  resolve  on  the 
power  lines  is  actually  more  obvious  and 
focused  than  many  other  necessary  choices 
I  might  have  stumbled  upon. 

when  I'm  out  there  in  any  one  of  the 
fields  or  richer  now  pastures,  I  know  my 
role.   Whether  I'm  weeding  near  invisible 
seedlings  or  tending  that  stage  of  the  gar- 
den that  offers  rave  reviews,  my  dedication 
to  growth  and  health  and  harmony  is  clear. 
The  cycles  are  beyond  my  simple  powers.   I 
must  remain  on  course.   What  bursts  from 
within  each  mystical  seed  calls  forth 
during  the  balm  of  night  as  clouds  are 
blown  cunningly  past  the  moon  in  shapes  I 
only  see  if  I  am  looking.   I  can  hear 
voices  of  growth  expectantly  awaiting  my 
familiar  farmer's  footsteps.   Can  one  deny 
the  voices  of  dependent  children? 

A  pregnant  cow  lies  heavily  on  one 
side.   There  is  much  order  to  prepare  for 
the  birth.   She  is  our  family  and  as  ornery 
or  independent.   See  her  down  that  hill. 
Now  watch  while  I  call  her  name.   "Adelia." 
Daniel  has  devised  an  ingeious  method  for 
her  to  feast  upon  those  unfenced  sections 
we  don't  mow  for  hay.   This  run  is  most 
pleasing  as  it  brings  her  within  eye  view 
and  close  to  people,  unlike  her  private 
pasture  behind  the  barn. 

It  was  while  I  was  slicing  off  an  erect 
and  yielding  asparagus  in  that  garden  near 
her,  flicking  annoyedly  at  all  the  extra 
horse  flies  her  hot  and  weighty  presence 
brought,  that  my  images  became  focused  on 
a  conversation  with  you.  My  ardour  for 
earth,  for  repetitious  bird  calls  I  can 
join  in,  for  the  unequaled  devotion  of  a 
black  dog  and  the  clarity  of  her  brown 
gaze  awaiting  my  movement,  sound,  direc- 
tive.  Sylvia  laughs  with  me.   Often  the 
youthful  toss  of  her  handsome  head  is  what 
I  am  laughing  about.   She  is  barely  con- 
trolling her  desire  to  break  boundaries 
and  trespass  into  forbidden  garden.   I 
bring  her  an  offering,  this  berry  picker, 
this  forager.   She  accepts  the  spear  gra- 
ciously and  wisely  —  unlike  some  chil- 
dren I  know  —  and  disappears  into  high 
grass  to  chew. 

The  bird  calls  again  and  is  answered 
by  its  true  mate.   The  cow  drags  her  rope 
onward  to  ripening  clover.   I  adjust  my 
straw  hat,  so  unfashionable,  so  practi- 
cally cool  and  this  brings  me  back  to 
earth  and  my  chore.   I'd  daydreamed  before 
in  this  spot.   My  buckets  are  full,  one  of 
vegetables,  one  of  chicken  weeds,  and 
press  my  way  up  hill  on  this  demanding 
school  night  of  schedules  and  human  chil- 
dren. 

-  Nina  Keller 
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l/endelll^ustcSceKt 


Not  since  Scott  Ritter's  downtown  Or- 
ange store  closed  has  there  been  a  music 
store  in  the  Wendell  area,  until  recently 
when  R.B.  Music  opened  at  611  Main  St.  in 
uptown  Athol.   The  store  plans  to  carry  a 
full  line  of  instruments  and  accessories 
from  acoustic  and  electric  guitars,  horns, 
synthesizers,  and  drums,  to  strings,  picks 
and  sticks.  There  will  also  be  lessons  on 
several  different  instruments  and  a  very 
reasonably  priced  4-track  studio  in  the 
basement. 

Loose  Caboose  recently  headlined  at  the 
Charlemont  Reggae  Jam  Fest  with  guests  Zion 
Initiation,  New  Lions,  and  African  Roots  all 
from  Boston.   Caboose  hopes  to  invite  Zion 
Initiation  back  for  a  show  at  UMass  this 
fall.   New  Caboose  drummer,  Bobby  Kay,  fea- 
tured his  hand-made  37  piece  drum  kit  for 
the  first  time  with  the  Caboose  in  Charle- 
mont. 

Perry  Howarth  brings  his  band,  the  Pir- 
ates, to  the  Cupola  in  Orange  every  Wednes- 
day night  around  bluestime.   The  Pirates 
feature  Bob  Rosser  and  Perry  on  guitars  with 
Doug  Huntington  on  drums  and  Scott  Bronnes 
on  harmonica. 

Doug  Tanner,  who  recently  moved  here 
with  his  family  from  Cambridge,  also  sits 
in  with  Perry  on  occasion  on  violin.   Doug 
is  also  a  mandolin  player.   Watch  for  him 
at  the  coffeehouse  this  fall. 

And  speaking  of  the  coffeehouse,  look 
for  Lynne  Meryl  and  David  Wertman  to  head- 
line the  first  Full  Moon  Coffeehouse  at  the 
town  hall  on  September  28th. 

The  Outerspace  Band  gigged  locally  on 
July  16  at  the  Scotch  Mist.   They  also 
played  the  Tam  in  Boston  and  several  dates 
in  Maine,  on  this  summer's  tour,  which  in- 
cluded original  drummer  Chief  Kubicek. 
Klondike  Sound  has  also  been  very  busy  dur- 
ing June  and  July,  having  worked  48  dates  in 
that  period. 

Old  Home  Day  proved  to  have  its  share  of 
good  music.   We  had  hard  rockin'  blue9  from 
the  Pirates,  Bruce  Wilson's  banjo  songs  with 
Doug  Tanner  accompanying  on  fiddle,  Lester 
Scafidi's  song/stories  and  Wailin  Dave's 
funky  blues.   The  Mountain  Roots  Dance  Group 
comprised  of  Leeba  Cobb,  Joanna  Totino, 
Patti  Waters  and  Kuumba  with  Scott  Whiteagle 
and  Culpina  also  entertained  with  some  high- 
ly charged  dancing,  drumming  and  singing. 

Debbie  Fier  has  been  touring  a  lot  and 
recording  her  second  LP.   Steve  Schoenberg's 
"3  Days  in  May"  has  remained  on  the  Valley 
Advocate's  best  selling  list  since  release 


a  few  months  back.  Heartsong's  LP  which  was 
recorded  this  past  winter  and  spring  at  Wen- 
dell Studio  and  Soundesign  in  Brattleboro  is 
finished  and  should  be  available  for  the 
public  soon.  The  title  is  "Garden  of  Earth- 
ly Delights  in  Search  of  Never  Ending  Love". 
The  Wendell  studio  is  in  the  process  of  up- 
grading to  16  track  and  has  many  projects  in 
the  works. 

Look  for  Wailin'  Dave  and  the  Blue  Dogs 
at  Ransom  Hastings  in  Brattleboro  on  Sept. 
19-21,  Nov.  14-16  and  Dec.  12-14.   They'll 
also  be  at  the  Serendipity  Lounge  at  Hojos 
in  Greenfield  on  Oct.  24.   Support  your  lo- 
cal musicians!!  n„,  ■  ,  „ 

David  Boatwright 


"MISSING  ON  BEAR  MOUNTAIN,"  William  King 
of  Framingham,  Paul  Fairbanks  of  Worcester, 
and  Dean  Maillet  of  Wayland  wait  in  the 
woods  of  Wendell  for  a  simulated  search  and 
rescue  by  the  Civil  Air  Patrol  out  of  Tur- 
ners Falls  airport.   Fairbanks  (center), 
squadron  commander  of  CAP,  headed  field 
operations  with  the  help  of  two  cadets, 
King  and  Maillet.   United  States  Air  Force 
conducts  the  regular  exercises  to  test  the 
CAP's  ability  to  handle  search  &  rescue  re- 
sponsibility.  Fairbanks  said  despite  fine 
teamwork,  would-be  rescuers  most  often 
can't  find  a  downed  light  aircraft  when  it 
crashes  in  New  England.   "The  trees  open 
up  when  the  plane  falls  through,  then  close 
right  up  again,"  he  said. 


BREAKFAST  •  COFFEE 
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544-fcfcS2 


SPECIALIZING 

IN  USED 
FoMoCo  PARTS 


Largest  Selection 
Of  Fiesta  Parts 
In  New  England! 


i 


includingI  "»»«». 

RADIATOR  SUPPORTS 
WINDSHIELDS 


NEW 


RADIATORS 


We  have  a  very  large  selection  of  Fords.  A  few  1930's  &  1940's- 
quite  a  lot  of  1950's,  extensive  choice  of  1960's  &  1970's. 


800-922-8494 

617-544-8502 

Mon.-Sat.  9  am  to  5  pm 
Sunday- 1  to  4  p.m. 


Mormon  Hollow  Auto 

Mormon  Hollow  Rd. 
Wendell,  Mass. 


DELIVERING 

WESTERN  MASS.: 

Tues.  &  Thurs. 

EASTERN  MASS.: 
Mon.,  Weds.,  Fri. 
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OU  Homa  Day  1385 

It  is  the  Sunday  after  Wendell  Old  Home 
)ay  and  I've  just  stepped  out  of  a  long  and 
/i/ery  necessary  shower.   Refreshed  and  re  lax - 
Jd,  I  catch  myself  recollecting  moments  from 
:he  day  gone  by. 

The  sweetest  recollection  for  the  clown 
Ln  me  was  the  interchange  between  kids  dur- 
ing morning  face  painting.   As  usual,  I  had 
nirrors  set  up  on  the  common  and  a  box  full 
>f  paints  -  coaxing  wide-eyed  and  wary  little 
mes,  teaching  patience  and  sharing  to  eager 
)lder  kids.   As  the  cluster  of  faces  grew, 
::he  interchange  developed  as  one  "clown"  re- 
juested  to  paint  another's  face.   Soon  I 
wasn't  needed  at  all  and  the  children  were 
>>usy  creating  their  own  Old  Home  Day  event. 

The  day  was  full  of  events  and  participa- 
tion.  Seven  men,  two  women,  and  two  young 
jaen  ran  in  a  road  race  through  the  Wendell 
>)tate  Forest.   You  can  start  training  now  for 
tbhis  5  mile  annual  event.   The  local  Boy 
Jcout  troop  added  spirit  to  the  morning  par- 
jade  and  gave  chariot  rides  throughout  the 
lay.   Jody  Scalise  kept  a  crowd  of  all  ages 
;aptivated  with  a  show  of  improvisation  and 
lime  , 


The  afternoon  was  spent  finding  shade  from 
the  sultry  sun  and  visiting  with  friends 
while  the  music  played  on.  A  mixture  of  folk, 
Irish,  blues  and  rock  and  roll  was  performed 
by  area  musicians.   Each  year  we  seem  to 
have  a  reincarnation  of  favorite  groups  from 
the  '70's  -  Magic  Music,  Outerspace,  Loose 
Caboose  -  turning  out  fine  music  to  ease  us 
through  the  day. 

Old  Home  Day  1986  is  scheduled  for  Sat., 
August  9th.   There  was  a  noticeable  lack  of 
games  and  contests  this  year.   If  any  groups 
or  organizations  need  a  fundraiser  (or  have 
money  to  spend!)  they  might  keep  this  in 
mind.   I'm  interested  in  organizing  a  "Wen- 
dell Museum"  inside  the  Town  Hall  for  "86, 
as  a  space  to  browse  through  and  share  infor- 
mation.  I  think  displays  that  can  be  left 
unattended  would  be  easiest.   Perhaps  dis- 
plays of  wildflowers  labled  with  their  typi- 
cal locations,  local  photographs  or  better 
yet,  photos  of  distant  travels.   Any  ideas? 
Karen  Idoine  shared  a  model  involving  potato 
bugs  at  this  year's  event  that  sparked  my 
idea  for  a  museum. 

The  Wendell  Old  Home  Day  Committee  is 
sponsoring  a  Town  Pot  Luck  on  Saturday,  Oct. 
12  at  5:30  pm  in  the  Town  Hall.   Paper  pro- 
ducts and  utensils  will  be  provided.   The 
supper  will  be  followed  by  an  Arts  Council 
family  concert  at  7:30.   (See  Arts  Council 
notes  for  details.)   For  more  information  on 
the  pot  luck  call  Anne  (4-6111)  or  Lisa  (4- 
7636).   Everyone  young  and  old  is  warmly  in- 
vited.  Hope  to  see  you  there! 

Lisa  Aubin 


Wendellites,  Donna  Huntington  and  Teri 
Nelson  Koehler  with  Floridians,  Chris 
Nelson  and  Art  Kent,  enjoy  the  sunshine, 
friendship  and  music  of  Old  Home  Day. 


AUNT  LINDA — Linda  Diemand,  that  is — 
carries  Tessa  Rose.   Tessa  is  the  daughter 
of  Old  Home  Day  organizer  Anne  Diemand 
and  David  White  of  Farley  Road. 


Route  2  Bear  visits  with  Kristine  Cleveland, 
Nathan  Boland  and  Jacob  White-Diemand  on 
Wendell  Old  HoT.e  Day. 


Perry  Howarth  and  other  Wendell  musicians 
share  their  talent  with  us. 


Jodie  Scolise  gave  us  a  chance  to  sit 
down,  relax,  laugh  and  be  entertained. 
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Wendell  K^cordinQ  -Studio  :    hliot(\'Jeo(^  in.  tkp  Woods       Administrative  Asst.  Notts 


The  unsuspecting  traveler  is  given  no 
clues  to  the  anomaly  which  sits  within  the 
forest  of  Lock  Hill.   But  should  they  turn 
from  the  pavement  of  Lock  Hill  Road  at  just 
the  right  spot  and  wind  along  a  narrow  gra- 
vel road  for  600  feet,  they  will  find  it. 
Enclosed  in  a  quiet  clearing,  far  from  the 
opulent  and  star-studded  scenes  of  New  York 
City  and  Los  Angeles,  stands  the  state  of 
the  art  Wendell  Recording  Studio. 

Jeffrey  Bauman  of  Wendell  is  the  stu- 
dio's owner.   His  membership  in  the  Magic 
Music  Band  during  the  mid-seventies  helped 
inspire  him  to  build  the  studio.   With  the 
help  of  local  bands  and  other  friends,  con- 
struction began  in  1977. 

The  structure  was  built  according  to 
the  specifications  of  Bolt,  Banarak,  and 
Newman,  acoustical  design  specialists  and 
"one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,"  says 
Bauman.   The  building  actually  consists  of 
two  separate  rooms:   the  control  room  and 
the  studio.   Both  rooms  can  be  thought  of 
as  "floating"  since  they  exist  on  separate 
slabs,  and  a  double  foundation  keeps  one 
inch  of  air  space  between  the  inner  walls 
of  each  room  and  the  outside  walls  of  the 
building.   This  helps  insure  against  any 
acoustical  problems. 

Though  the  building  was  nearly  comple- 
ted in  the  late  seventies,  the  finishing 
touches  were  only  recently  completed,  in- 
cluding the  final  additions  to  the  techni- 
cal repertoire.   "We  are  definitely  ready 
to  go,"  says  Bauman.   He  speaks  with  pride 
and  excitement  about  the  studio's  size  and 
quality.   "The  control  room  is  22  by  14  and 
the  studio  is  20  by  25  with  an  18  foot  ceil- 
ing.  Its  spacious  dimensions,  combined  with 
the  fact  that  the  studio  was  built  from  the 
ground  up,  rather  than  a  converted  building, 
may  make  it  a  unique  studio  in  the  state, 
certainly  the  finest  in  the  area." 

Oriental  rugs  and  cherry  woodwork  grace 
both  rooms.   The  studio  features  a  Yamaha 
conservatory  grand  piano,  and  walls  which 
can  be  tuned  to  the  clients  desired  acou- 
stics.  It  is  done  with  interchangeable 
panels  which  have  different  sound  absorbing 
capabilities. 

The  control  room  features  a  3M  two  inch, 
sixteen  track  recorder.   "I've  waited 
eight  years  to  have  this  machine.   It's  top 
of  the  line  and  enables  me  to  do  the  highest 
quality  work,"  says  Bauman.   He  explained 


that  many  of  the  studios  he  competes  with 
are  "semi-pro"  and  only  record  at  15  inches 
per  second,  "but  I  use  30  inches  per  second 
on  this  new  machine  for  top  quality.   I'm 
a  perfectionist  from  the  woodwork  on  up  to 
the  machinery." 

The  studio  also  uses  a  one-half  inch 
mix  down  machine  which  enables  mixing  of 
the  16  tracks  with  "state  of  the  art  qual- 
ity." Bauman  reeled  off  the  names  of  other 
esoteric  equipment  with  a'  gleam  in  his 
eyes.   "Lexicon  digital  reverb,  DBX  and 
Ashley  limitors,  Master  Room  spring  reverb, 
one-quarter  inch  patch  bay,  two  Nakamichi 
cassette  decks,  Ramsa  mixing  board." 

Bauman's  staff  consists  of  a  revolving 
list  of  freelance  engineers,  a  studio  man- 
ager, and  a  studio  technician.   The  manager 
works  three  nights  a  week  travelling  to 
area  clubs  and  concerts  to  gather  informa- 
tion concerning  the  artist's  recording 
needs.   The  information  is  then  computer- 
ized and  Bauman  can  try  to  lure  new  artists 
into  his  studio.   Scott  McArthur  of  "Sonix" 
in  Northampton  works  as  the  studio  techni- 
cian.  Bauman  is  convinced  he  does  "the 
best  audio  repair  in  the  area." 

The  Wendell  Recording  Studio  rate  is 
$35.00  per  hour,  a  rate  that  Bowman  says 
"can't  be  beat,  especially  when  you  compare 
the  quality  of  this  studio  to  others,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  charge  more."  He  hopes 
to  have  the  studio  booked  for  40  to  60  hours 
a  week  within  three  months. 

The  majority  of  his  clients  will  be 
making  demo  tapes,  with  a  smaller  percentage 
wanting  record  quality  tapes  which  can  then 
be  made  into  records. 

Bauman  owns  his  own  independent  record 
label,  "Ra  Records,"  and  has  turned  out 
three  singles  in  the  last  five  years,  in- 
cluding his  first  regional  hit  "Out  on  a 
Limb"  which  features  his  wife  Judith  Anne 
Marie  as  part  of  the  recently  dissolved 
"Shades"  and  backed  by  Loose  Caboose,  a 
prominent  reggae  band  from  Wendell. 

Future  plans  for  the  Wendell  Recording 
Studio  may  include  another  building  to  pro- 
vide lodging  for  clients,  but  the  studio 
itself  is  complete  and  ready  for  business. 
Visitors,  including  unsuspecting  travelers, 
are  welcome  anytime  and  are  sure  to  receive 
Bauman's  animated  tour.   Call  him  at 
544-6466. 

-  Robert  Streeter 


Wendell's    almost  new   fleet   of 
trucks.      Left    to   right   the   Int- 
ernational we   purchased    from 
N.H.    for   $18,000  with    the    snow 
plow,    the   new  Ford   and    the    old 
Ford   Highway  Dept.    Foreman   Ron 
Grogan  has    repaired. 
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The  Erving  and  Wendell  Housing  Rehabil- 
itation Loan  program  has  been  such  a  success 
in  the  past  10  months,  that  the  State  has 
given  the  two  towns  a  bonus  of  $150,000  in 
additional  funds  to  be  spent  on  weatheriza- 
tion  and  home  repairs  in  the  next  six 
months.   That  brings  a  total  of  $528,000 
spent  by  the  state  office  of  Communities  and 
Development  on  housing  repair  in  Erving  and 
Wendell  since  October  of  1984. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  anticipates  that 
all  of  the  funds  will  be  spent  by  Christmas, 
so  anyone  desiring  to  tighten  up  the  house 
before  winter  sets  in  is  encouraged  to  con- 
tact the  Franklin  County  Housing  Authority 
at  413-863-9530  weekdays,  or  Administrative 
Assistant  Deb  Radway  in  Wendell  on  1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays,  9-1  p.m. 


Hdp  y< 


oufstlf  to  Nous  in 


? 


The  Self  Help  home  building  program  is 
returning  to  Wendell. 

Rural  Housing  Improvement,  Inc.,  based 
in  Winchendon,  previously  served  the  Wendell 
and  Orange  areas  from  1973  until  1977  when 
district  boundaries  were  redrawn  by  Farmers 
Home  Administration  (FmHA).   FmHA  funds  the 
Self  Help  program.   A  very  recent  revision 
in  FmHA  district  boundaries  once  again  makes 
it  possible  to  offer  the  program  in  several 
eastern  Franklin  County  towns. 

The  Self  Help  program  has  been  in  oper- 
ation for  over  fourteen  years,  and  has  as- 
sisted in  the  construction  of  over  four  hun- 
dred homes.   The  program  works  by  organizing 
eligible  people  into  groups  of  nine  families 
and  providing  the  technical  assistance  to 
construct  nine  houses.   The  group  works  to- 
gether under  the  direction  of  a  licensed 
Construction  Supervisor  to  build  all  houses 
in  the  group,  with  no  one  moving  in  until 
everyone's  house  is  ready. 

The  Self  Help  program  provides  assis- 
tance in  making  application  to  Fanners  Home 
Administration  for  a  mortgage.   The  FmHA 
mortgages  available  require  no  down  payment, 
and  have  a  sliding  interest  rate  from  11.75% 
to  as  low  as  1%,  depending  on  a  family's 
income  (a  single  person  counts  as  a  family). 

To  qualify  for  the  program  the  total 
family  income  must  be  between  $10,000  and 
$18,000  a  year.   In  order  to  participate  in 
the  program  applicants  must  be  able  to  put 
in  25-30  hours  of  work  time  a  week  over  a 
year-long  period.   The  groups  work  Satur- 
day, Sunday  and  three  evenings  each  week. 

People  interested  in  finding  out  more 
about  the  Self  Help  program  and/or  want  to 
be  sent  an  application  should  call 
617-297-1376  between  8:30  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m. 
weekdays,  or  write:   SELF  HELP,  218  Central 
St.,  Winchendon,  MA  01475. 

-  Connie  Kruger 


■ff  The  next  WENDELL  POST  meeting  will  be 
at  7:30  p.m.  at  Elizabeth  Scully's  on 
Mon. ,  Nov.  4. 

Deadline  for  the  Dec. -Jan.  issue  is 
Mon.,  Nov.  18.   Dropoff  is  the  Wendell 
Country  Store. 
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